Welcome to the third concert by the Soave Singers
in aid of the St Andrew’s Building Fund.

The concert and refreshments are complimentary, but we hope you might make a donation to help restore this beautiful building, a focal point for our neighbourhood.

Tonight is a little different. Sophie, one of the Soave Singers, has developed flu and Lis tripped on some ice and has a splendid black eye. She’s the one wearing the shades! So we have some last-minute programme changes. But we hope you enjoy our concert. Singers are Lis Howell, Milton Bevan and Gisela Meyer, who also accompanies us and plays a piano solo. Guest piano soloist is Reverend Caroline Titley. 
Memories, Mysteries and Hope – a concert for November
Libera Me Domine from Requiem by Gabriel Faure 1845-1924. This well-known piece is full of drama. You will know the tune! ‘Deliver me Lord from eternal death…. Give them eternal rest, Lord. May light perpetual shine upon them.’ Sung by Milton, Gisela and Lis
Vilja, Witch of the Wood from The Merry Widow by Franz Lehar (1970-1948) sung by Lis 
The Sound of Silence by Paul Simon (1941) sung by Milton 
The 2nd movement (Andante molto) of Piano Sonata in E minor by Edvard Grieg (1843 – 1907).  Grieg was only 22 years old when he composed his only piano sonata.  Born in Bergen in Norway he was inspired by his homeland.  The music has echoes of a Nordic winter and spring. Played by Caroline Titley
Lachrymosa from Requiem by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) This familiar, haunting piece also goes from dark to light. It has been arranged specially for three singers by Gisela, who sings with Lis and Milton. ‘Full of tears will be that day…  Amen’
Una furtive lagima from L’elisir d’amore by Gaetano Donizetti (1797–1848) Now we have romantic tears – secret tears which make a man want to die of love! Sung by Milton 
Mephisto Waltz no 1 after Faust (Nikolaus Lenau) by Franz Liszt (1811-86) This descriptive piano piece depicts Faust and Mephistopheles at a country wedding where Mephisto takes over the music, and with devilish skill induces Faust to dance away wildly with a village maiden. Played by Gisela Meyer
Let’s face the music and dance from Follow the Fleet by Irvin Berlin. Dancing is in the air after Gisela’s piano piece. Winter is on its way so let’s face it with a bit of fun! Sung by Milton and Lis
The Tale of the Oyster by Cole Porter (1891–1964) Staying with fun, the party season approaches, and this is a dire warning to beware of what’s on the table! Sung by Lis
Time to say Goodbye (Francesco Sartori 1957) A reminder that our loved ones are always with us in our hearts. Sung by Lis and Milton
Soave from Cosi Fan tutte by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-91) ‘May the wind be gentle, and the waves be calm’ – our wish for the winter and the Soave singers’ signature song for every season. 
Join us to sing along on the repeat of Moon River by Henry Mancini (1924-1994)
Moor River wider than a mile
I’m crossing you in style, some day
Old dream maker, you heart breaker
Wherever you’re going, I’m going your way

Two drifters off to see the world
There’s such a lot of world to see

We’re after the same rainbow’s end
Waitin’ round the bend
My Huckleberry friend
Moor River and me 

Thank you for being with us this evening. Please stay for wine and pizza from King’s Pizza on the Cally.

The Soave singers
The Soave singers are three enthusiastic amateur musicians, Lis Howell, Sophie Castell and Milton Bevan. They are all actively singing in choirs and in their churches but have been meeting up regularly on Fridays to prepare this varied programme with singer and pianist Gisela Meyer. 
Gisela is freelancing as pianist, accompanist and soprano and teaches various musical subjects privately and at the City Lit in London.
She performs regularly in concerts as soloist, accompanist and in chamber ensembles.
Since 2020, she has been performing as a Singing Pianist and has also performed classical songs to her solo recitals, accompanying herself. 
For more information, and to get in touch with Gisela, please visit giselameyer.me.uk
